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THE MAGICAL CONTROL OF THE WEATHER   CHAP.

seeks to    imagine, to the naked inhabitants of those sultry lands like
produce    centrai Australia and some parts of Eastern and Southern

*

Africa, where often for months together the pitiless sun beats
down out of a blue and cloudless sky on the parched and
gaping earth. They are, or used to be, common enough
among outwardly civilised folk in the moister climate of
Europe. I will now illustrate them by instances drawn
from the practice both of public and private magic.

Thus, for example, in a village near Dorpat, in Russia,

Examples

of making wken ra{n was much wanted, three men used to climb

rain by

up

^

homoeo-   the fir-trees of an old sacred grove.    One of them drummed
**5 or

.      with a hammer on a kettle or small cask to imitate thunder ;

imitative                                                                                                                                     '

magic. the second knocked two fire-brands together and made the
sparks fly, to imitate lightning; and the third, who was
called " the rain-maker," had a bunch of twigs with which
he sprinkled water from a vessel on all sides.1 To put
an end to drought and bring down rain, women and girls
of the village of Ploska are wont to go naked by night to
the boundaries of the village and there pour water on the
ground.2 In Halmahera, or Gilolo, a large island to the
west of New Guinea, a wizard makes rain by dipping a
branch of a particular kind of tree in water and then
scattering the moisture from the dripping bough over the
ground.3 In Ceram it is enough to dedicate the bark of a
certain tree to the spirits, and lay it in water.4 A Javanese
mode of making rain is to imitate the pattering sound of
rain-drops by brushing a coco-nut leaf over the sheath
of a betel -nut in a mortar.6 In New Britain the rain-
maker wraps some leaves of a red and green striped creeper

1 W. Mannhardt, Antikt Wold- und
Feldkulie, p. 342, note. The heathen
Swedes appear to have mimicked
thunder, perhaps as a rain-charm, by
means of large bronze hammers, which
they called Thor's hammers. See Saxo
Grammaticus, Historia Danicay lib.
xiii. p. 630, ed. P. E. MUller; Olaus
Magnus, ffistoria, iii. 8.

8 K. v. Bruchhausen, in Globus,
Ixxvi. (1899) p. 253. There seem to
be two villages in Wallachia that bear
the name of Ploska. The reference
may be to one of them.

3  C.  F.  H.  Campen, "De Gods-
dienstbegrippen    der    Halmaherasche
Alfoeren,"   Tijdschrift  voor Indischt
Taal-  Land-  en  Volkenkunde,  xxvii.
(1882) p. 447.
4  J.   G.   F.   Riedel,   De sluik-  en
krocsharige rassen tusschen Sclebes en
Papua, p. 114.
* G. A. J. Hazeu, " Kleine bijdrag-
en tot de ethnografie en folklore
van Java," Tijdschrift voor Indischt
Taal - Land - en Volkenkunde^ xlvi
(1903) p. 298.